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Success on
the Sea

L Sven-Olof Kristensson, Donso, Sweden

AL 141 began working [or my [ather in a small cargo
boat. It was hard work, but [ loved the sca. However, |
was also a business man and longed lor the day when I
could own my own ship. When 1 was 21 1 was finally
able (o buy a 160-ton [reighter, doing runs o Germany,
Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. After two years |
bought my [irst tanker, ransporting oil. Today my
company owns seven oil tankers. Various members of
my [amily are involved with our business. My daugh-
ler manages the business and my son-in-law, Tryggve,
looks after our technical department.

We have been very successtul, but this did not just
happen. I know exactly why things have turned out the
way they have. 1 have honoured God in my business
and God has honoured me. We put God first in our
company. It is not always easy to deal with problems in
such a large business. However, time after time, God
has shown us a way through when others were having
difficulty.

We have just bought our newest ship. As we were
looking for a way to deal with the immense cost for a

§.

ship like this, God opened up a way by
which we could save 25% through a ship-
builder in the Far East without decreasing
the quality which we believe is very
important, especially with all of the
islands around Sweden and the potential
disaster with our cargo.

BEvery day, my wife and I pray for our
crew and ships. Jesus is my life, and 1
can’t do anything without Him. We make
decisions in prayer. It is not so easy to
decide what (o do when millions of dol-
lars are at stake, but God opens up ways
where there are no ways. He cares about
us and our people. In 1993 1 became
involved with a group of Christian
business men called the T'ull Gospel
Business Men’s Iellowship International
(IFGBMIT), which has a number of
groups in various citics in Sweden, [ am
presently the president of the Gothenberg
Chapter.

Some years ago we had a ship stuck in
the thick ice in Northern Sweden. A pipe
burst and the engine room began filling

with water. I went down from the bridge;
the situation looked serious. With a full
load on board, all 1 could do is pray,
“Father God, you must help me, or we
will sink."

Just then we spotted another tanker rid-
ing high in the icy water, which indicated
that it was empty. We flashed them an
SOS and were able to pump the oil into
the other vessel. This was nothing short
of a miracle. We were then able to fix our
problem and get (o safety. This is just one
of the many, many things God has done
for us. He has even given us the design
for our ships and has helped us set up and
solve technical problems as we invent
some state of the art equipment.

I suppose the biggest miracle [or our
company is the daily one of [lilling our
ships. It is no easy challenge 10 keep
these large tankers busy. 'This is where
we get the greatest victories. As you put
God first, He takes care of you and your
business, ]



It was not a joyous occasion on that
snowy winter morning in 1944, with my
mother wanting nothing to do with her new
baby, claiming I wasn’t even hers. By the
time 1 was of school age my parents had
convinced themselves that 1 was evil and
stupid. It wasn’t until 1 was forty that I dis-
covered the reason for this persistent rejec-
tion. Mother had been raped by my uncle
and | was the result. When | heard this, all
the bewildering comments I'd heard from
relatives over the years suddenly made per-
fect sense.

By the time I learned the truth, the rebel-
lious teenager 1 had been had already been

replaced by a man who loves God. With His
help I was able to release the bitterness 1

had carricd for so long, and cven lorgave
that uncle.

In my youth, it seemed [ was constantly
in trouble with someone. My parents were
very religious and each evening the family
had (o kncel in a circle while chanling long
meaningless prayers. As you can imagine, 1
rejected religion. T was a thiel and a liar. On
onc occasion, afler stcaling a molorcycle
and riding it all around the city, | was even-
tually stopped by the police. It was my
speeding which had attracted their atten-
tion.

By my fifteenth birthday I had left school
and started full-time work. T was into hot
cars, motorbikes, and girls. I thought 1
couldn’t get enough girls. Cops were just a
hazard to be avoided and speeding fines
were just annoying taxes. It is amazing that
I wasn’t killed or put into prison.

By the age of twenty-one it seemed there
was no future in jobs I was getting, so 1

began to search for wisdom and under-
standing. After three frustrating years try-
ing to get ahead financially, I decided to go
to university. It was not easy because my
education had been so limited. Most of the
students spent more time partying than
studying, and I was no exception, but four
years later T received a bachelor’s degree,
with a major in philosophy. Though T had
struggled with my studies, T had proven (o
mysell that T wasn’t as stupid as T had been
brought up (o believe,

Before long T became aware that T was
still frustrated. T now had an education, a
housc, a car, a wilc, and a baby, bul still did
nol have wisdom or wcalth. There were
somc good long-tcrm options, but T wantcd
the good life before T 2ot oo old o enjoy il.
Onc of my brothers had managed (o save
some moncy and was also looking for
somcthing beller 0o, so we joined lorces
and bought a scrvice station and molor
repair business, We did very well, Our bank
manager cven olfered (0 lend us the
finances for a major project. Tillle did T
know how soon T was (0 losc il all.

Onc day a beautiful young woman came
in (0 have her car serviced. T just had (o
have her, and before long we were having
an allair. This was nol the first ime. My
wile didn’t seem (0 worry when T was oul
latc. She spent time with her women [riends
and scemed happy cnough. There had never
rcally been any passion or romance in our

marriage anyway; we were just compan-
ions.

Starved for love as a child, I was always
trying to find it in the arms of a new
woman. On one occasion I had sex with
three different women in the one day, but
found no satisfaction. Looking back T can
see what a rotten person I was — a liar, a
cheat, and very selfish. T scoffed at anything
that hinted there may be a knowing, caring
God out there.

On the other hand, I was always ready to
give credence (o tales of the paranormal. T
was pretty much New Age in my thinking.
Onc cvening while with a lover, T was over-
powcred by a desire © complelcly posscss
her. It was not enough to know her physi-
cally, T wanted (0 know her thoughts and
fcel her [eclings. This was so intense that T
forced my spirit to leave my body and
attempt o cnter hers. At this point some of
you may be ready (0 wrile me off as a nul
case, but read on. 1 was familiar with “out-
ol-body™ cxpericnces, bul had never helore
tried to enter another person. Instead of
entering her, | found myself surrounded by
[caturcless greyness.

My [riend later said that she thought T
had died of a heart attack. One moment |
was with her, lully engaged with what we
were doing, and in the next T was a lifcless
hulk. 1o all intents and purposes 1 was gone
for about forty minutes. This was not like




anything [ had known before. It was empty
and cold with nothing to focus on, and 1
began to feel panic. Then I noticed a faint
glimmer ofl (o onc side. When T looked, T
could sce nothing, bul there was (hal sense
ol a very [aind light. Tt was like (he night sky
when you have the impression there are
stars, which you are not quite able to see.

Moving toward the glimmer, it became a
light and slowly its illumination forced the
darkness back more and more. T saw a kind
ol portal or doorway ahcad of me, and I
wanted to go through it into the light where
1 felt 1 would be safe but, try as 1 might, 1
could not go forward. | knew that 1 only had
(o relax in order (o 2o back into the dark-
ness,

Looking more carefully at the opening, 1
saw Lhe figure of a man. Suddenly the man
stepped out in my direction. As he did so, it
seemed he was gigantic in comparison to
me. It seemed like T was no taller than the
soles of his sandals, and T was terrified.
Amazingly, with each step he took toward
me, he seemed to shrink. By the time he
reached me, he was just a little taller than
me. His revealing gaze showed me what a

filthy rotten bit of muck I was. Then he
spoke, saying, “You know who I am.”

“But You're not real,” I replied. He just
looked at me with that knowing gaze. A
feeling of hopelessness came over me as [
wondered if this could be my judgement
day. What hope could there be for me? 1
had been living a life of sin and had denied
Jesus Christ  for more than half my life.
Now it seemed that T had died in the very
act of adultery.

“What do you want?” He asked. He knew
exactly what T wanted, but obviously want-
cd me (o speak it oul. “T want (o come inlo
the light” T said, without any rcal hope of
being admitted. “You can’t go in there, and
you know why," He said with finality. At
that, all remaining hope and strength
drained out of me; I was in utter dread.

It was then, when all was lost, that the
amazing erace of God took me to the great-
est moment of my entire existence. He led
me (0 a low beneh that T had not noticed
belore, and sal down with me. Tle said,
“Neavei, T love you.” T cannol deseribe that
love excepl (o say (hal il far (ranscends any-
thing you can imagine. TTis love swepl
through me, touching every part of my
being. For most of my life I had been
denied love and now the Creator, Himself,
was infusing me with His untrammelled
love. Here was 1, this vile mucky creature,
being loved by this perfect T.ord of all
Creation, Jesus.

“T am sending you back. T have work for
you (o do” He said. Completely over-
whelmed with joy at this reprieve, T could
not even reply. T listened as He continued,
“There are many on earth who know of Me.
They have been raised in confusing circum-
stances and are deceived. They need to be
told the truth. Go and tell them that *1 Am.’
I love them and am coming back soon.”

When He told me I would forget this
encounter, I became puzzled and fearful.

He explained that the day would come
when I would call out to Him to save me
from the mess I had made of my life and
from that moment on, He would hold me in
His hand. As T heard those words I awoke to
find myself face down in the back of the
car. I remember gasping for breath, and
then choking on the dust I had just breathed
in. Pulling myself together, I stumbled out
of the car. My friend was pacing up and
down. She thought 1 was dead and was
wondering how (0 get rid of my body with-
out facing awkward questions. It took me
time (o calm her down.

Not much changed in my life at that
point. I continued my life-style until finally,
in 1992 when my lifc was at an all-time
low, I called out to God for help. Months
passcd and T would occasionally go o an
evening service with my friend — always
with the same resull. About that time T vis-
ited my sister, who had been a “born-again
Christian™” for some years. She told me
many (hings, which alTccted me in a power-
ful way. | wanted to believe in Jesus. He
scemed (0 be (he answer (0 so many prob-
lems, but was all this just the delusion of an

cmotional cripple, who couldn’t make it

without some sort of crutch?

Praying that God would reveal the truth
no matter what it cost me, it was as if blink-
ers had been removed from my eyes. By
then I felt a great urgency to get the matter
settled. One sleepless night T sat up with the
Bible. About 3:30 in the morning I prayed,
“God, T have reservations about what is
written in this Bible. I lack the ability to
understand what T am reading.” Instantly T
received an understanding of that particular
puzzle. There and then T finally committed
my life to Jesus Christ.

Everything changed as God tranformed
my cntire life. Tt was nol a quick process as
there were many things that needed change
and rcpair, With time T joined (he TGBMIT
and began working with other men (o fulfill
the commission Jesus had given me all
thosc years a2o (0 rcach oul (0 (he lost in
this world.

God continues (0 work in my lifc, T now
have a greal marriage that improves day by
day. I am so very thankful that God can do
the impossiblc. T only deserved God's
judegement, but He patientdy loved me and
forgave me for my many sins. Thesc arc the
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FGBMFI HAS A CHAPTER NEAR YOU

We are currently in more than 150 nations world wide.

IRELAND

ATHLONE: 00-353-902-83706 » BALLYMENA: 01266-44815 =
BELFAST: 01232-484156 « DOMNEGAL TOWN: 00-353-74-
47102 « DUNDALK: 00-353-42-33269 « ENMISKILLEN: 01365-
738346 » KILLARMNEY: 00-353-66-47327 « LIMERICK: 00-353-
61-453723 « PORT LAQISE: 00-353-502-24434 « TRALEE: 00-
353-66-47315 « WEXFORD: 00-353-53-35348

ISLE OF MAN-DOUGLAS: 01624-674090

ENGLAND (NORTH WEST)

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD: 01942-730334 « BLACKEURN:
01254-812432 » BLACKPOOL: 01772-635481 » BOLTON:
01204-417804 « BUTT LAME {STAFFS): 01782-785235 =
BUXTON: 01663-745690 « CHORLEY: 01257-475013 « EDEN
VALLEY: 01833-637035 » FURNESS: 01229-467852 =«
{HESWALL) WIRRAL: 0151-648-4355 » KENDAL: 01538
726804 « LANCASTER: 015242-41954 « LEEK & MOORLAND:
01782-513856 » LEIGH: 01842-764053 » LIVERPOOL: 0151~
475-6897 » MANCHESTER: 0161-481-3727 » MANCHESTER
MOSS-SIDE: 0161-226-6828 « NORTH CHESHIRE: 01565-
634848 + ORMSKIRKMWEST LANCS.: 01685-623786 »
ROCHDALE: 01706-39326 = SALFORD: 0161-794-5816 =
SOUTHPORT: 01254-688541 « STOCKPORT: 0161-484-9020
« STOKE OM TRENT: 01782-541757 « WARRINGTON: 01925~
48073

ENGLAND (NORTH EAST) NORTH

DARLINGTCN: 01388-767889 « EAST CLEVELAND: 01842-
470981 » NEWCASTLE UPON TYMNE: 0181-253-0284 «
NORTHALLERTON: 01608-775134 « RIPON: 01785-608275
SCARBORCOUGH/RYEDALE: 01723-361775 « STOKESLEY:
01642-710028 « TEESSIDE MNORTH: 01642-679302 =«
TYNEDALE: 01434-874316 « WETHERBY: 01423-880573 «
YORK: 01804-764925

ENGLAND (NORTH EAST) SOUTH

DONGASTER: 01302-780182 « EAST RIDING {DRIFFIELD):
01864-535793 » GRIMSBY: 01472-345428 » HALIFAX: 01422-
843577 « HOPE VALLEY: 01433-850262 « HULL AND
DISTRICT: 01482-448059 « LEEDS: 0113-225-4578 «
LINCOLN: 01522-809034 « PONTEFRACT: 01877-514133 «
RETFORD: 01777-701601 » ROTHERHAM: 01708-702802 =
SCUNTHORPE: 01724-845877 « SELBY & DISTRICT: 01804-
337502 « SHEFFIELD {DORE & TOTLEY): 01246-583067 «
WOODHALL SPA: 01507-522553

ENGLAND (MIDLANDS)

AYLESBURY WALE: 01844-352294 « BANBURY: 01285-
261906 « 01234-824112 « BEDFORD: 01234-824112 »
BIRMINGHAM NORTH: 0121-351-3288 » CHELTENHAM:
01242-602686 « COVENTRY: 01203-456501 « DERBY: 01332-
726271 » DIDCOT: 01235-211730 » FOREST & WYE: 01584~
823900 « KETTERING AMND DISTRICT: 01833-358463 »
MILTON KEYNES: 01908-667132 » NORTHAMPTON: 01604-
787254 « NORTH COTSWOLD: 01808-651633 » OXFORD:
01865-558557 « SHREWSBURY: 01691-653008 « STAFFORD:
01785-248088 « WORCESTER: 01905-619818

WALES & BORDERS

ABERGAVENNY: 01485-352040 » ANGLESEY: 01407-832117
* BRECON: 01487-847416 « CARDIFF. 01222-593470+
CONWY VALLEY: 01482-572824 « HAVERFORDWEST:
01437-731436 » HEREFORD: 01432-840254 » LLAMELLI:
01654-757888 « MERTHYR TYDFIL: 01685-377971 « MOLD:
01352-771881 » NEWTCOWN (POWYS): 01686-626438 « PORT
TALEOT/BRIDGEMND: 01639 897983 » PRESTEIGNE: 01544-
267378 « SWANSEA: 01638-830734

ENGLAND (EAST ANGLIA)

BURY ST EDMUNDS: 01359-241885 « CAMBRIDGE: 01223-
233053 « COLCHESTER: 01206-262583 « HARLOW: 01278-
428367 « MILDEMHALL/ LAKENHEATH: 01638-714311 »
NEWMARKET: 01638-507662 « NORTH WALSHAM: 01263-
720164 « NORWICH: 01508-494366 » SAFFRON WALDEN:
01799-523035 « SOUTHEND-ON-SEA: 01702-585100 «
STAMFORD: 01780-753557 « WAVENEY VALLEY: 01502-
518873

ENGLAND (GREATER LONDON)
BRIXTON/CLAPHAM/DULWICH: 0181-244-8623 « BROMLEY:
0181-466-7552 = CROYDOM: 0181-860-8172 =
EPSOM/EWELL: 01372-452624 » FINCHLEY: 01438-833525 =
GERRARDS CROSS: 01823-448402 « HITCHIN &
LETCHWORTH: 01462-440772 « KENSINGTON & CHELSEA:
0171-244-6554 « LUTON: 01582-722818 « 0181-693-2591 «
PECKHAM/BERMONDSEY: 0171-394-8817 « POTTERS BAR:
01707-650386 « RUISLIP: 01895-474526 « STEVENAGE:
01438-224669 « SUTTOMN: 0181-868-5007 « WALTHAM
FOREST: 0171-366-4637 » WESTMINSTER: 0171-771-1174

ENGLAND (SOUTH EAST)

ASHFORD (KENT): 01233-626581 « BRIGHTON & HOVE:
01273-694128 « CANTERBURY: 01227-457003 « CRAWLEY:
01293-882411 « FOLKESTONE: 01303-891276  «
GHRAVESEND: 01474-832710 « GUILDFORD: 01932-840869 «
HORSHAM: 01403-250407 « MAIDSTONE: 01622-743134
MEDWAY: 01634-377965 « NEW ASH GREEN: 01632-743134
+ RAINHAM & GILLINGHAM: 01634-370721 » RYE: 01424~
753933 « SEVENOAKS: 01732-353049 « SITTINGBOURME:
01634-233418 » UCKFIELD: 01435-864040 » WORTHING:
01803-232370

ENGLAND (SOUTH — WESSEX)

BOURNEMOUTH: 01202-421192 « CHICHESTER: 01428-
741250 « CHRISTCHURGH: 01202-482555 « DORCHESTER:
01305-266779 = FAREHAM: 01329-285080 » GUERNSEY:
01481-48576 « ISLE OF WIGHT: 01983-840313 « JERSEY:
01534-851046 « PETERSFIELD/MIDHURST: 01705-413506 »
POOLE: 01202-776612 » PORTSMOUTH: 01705-382789 «
PURBECK: 01305-852800 « READING: 01734-477018 «
SALISBURY: 01264-850554 = SHAFTESBURY: 01258-
860105 « SOUTHAMPTON: 01794-358088 « STREET &
GLASTONBURY: 01458-210367 « SWINDON: 01793-490238 »
WEYMOUTH: 01305-826864 « WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN:
01202-841224

ENGLAND {(SOUTH WEST)

BARNSTAPLE: 01271-345019 « BATH: 01225-833767 »
CALLINGTON/LAUNCESTON: 01566-777797 « CHIPPENHAM:
01248-650870 « EXETER: 01392-452650 » KEYNSHAM: 0117-
886-9315 « NEWQUAY: 01637-875145 « NEWTON ABBOT/
TORBAY: 01803-872846 » PLYMOUTH: 01752-849770 « ST
AUSTELL: 01726-822811 « TAUNTON DEANE: 01984-631732
« TOTMES: 01803-865217 » TROWBRIDGE: 01380-830991 »
TRURO: 01872-277744 « WEST CORNWALL: 01326-315298
Germany (Rhine/Main) 06171-9816656

Belgium (Brussels Chapter) 02/380-49-54

Malta +356-492266

European Office: PO, Box 49, B-3000 Leuven
3, Belgium. Tel-(016)20.79.44 Fax:(016)20.79.31
E-mail: EuropeanOffice @fgbnet.com

FGBMFI International: 20 Corporate Park Dr,
3rd Floor, Irvine, CA 92606. USA.

Tel: +1.949.260.0700 Fax: +1.949.260.0718
Email: International @fgbnet.com

RELATIONSHIP

While reading VOICE Magazine you may have won-
dered if you, too, could have the kind of relationship
with God shared about here. For this to occur, take
the following steps.

A PERSONAL

Acknowledge to God you have lived selfishly and that, in not honouring
Him as Lord of your life, you have sinned and are separated from Him. “For
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” Rom. &:23.

zﬁepent by turning to God and asking for His forgiveness of your past
sins and for His help to live as He desires. "Except you repent, you shall
all likewise perish” Luke 13:3.

Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that, as He died on the

cross, He took your sins upon Himself that you may obtain God's
forgiveness. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that
whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” John
3N6.

Confess that you wish To invite Jesus to be Saviour and Lord of your
ife. “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in
( ) yvourheart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved” Rom.

10:9.

I, after carclul thought, you wish to make this imporiant step, then pray the following

| ontloud: “Dear God, I am convinced that I am a sinner and as such I am destined to per-

ish. I believe in my heart that Jesus, vour Son, died for all sinners, including me, and shed
His blood 1o wash away ny sins. I confess Jesus (o be Saviour and Lord of my life and
thank you for your gift of eternal life. I now trust You to help me to live as You desire.”

Do not depend on feelings as proof of your acceptance by God. Feelings are change-
able, but your new relationship with God is based on His promises (Rom. 10:13). Do
not be ashamed to tell others about Jesus (Mat. 10:32). Take time daily for prayer
and Bible reading (1 Pet. 2:2, Psalms 37:4, Rom. 8:14). When you have made this
greatest of all decisions, please let us know.

(= TO CONTACT THE VOICE TEAM (= >

UK Field Office: PO. Box [, Enmuisford, Cheshive WAIO 6QF Tel:01565-632667. Ouiside UK: PO, Box 49,
B-3000 Leuven 3, Belgium. Tel:(016)20.79.44 Fax:(016)20.79.3]1 INTERNET: Editor@fghmfiVOICE.com

O I wish to inform you of my decision to follow Jesus Christ. Please send me the
booklet ‘Now You've Received Christ’.

O Please send me information about the FGBMFI.
O Please send me details on membership in the FGBMFI.

Name and address (print clearly):

No.995
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Choppers, parties, martial arts, and
trouble was my fare, | knew nothing
aboul God or a better way of lile; T was
just looking for “kicks” wherever I could
[ind them. When a school teacher began
telling us about Jesus and the Bible, it
held me glued (o the edge of my chair. I
had never heard anything like it and did
not forget what he had told me as I moved
on in school.

One day a group of us “rockers”, all in
leather jackets, were on the town square
when a group ol Christians were oul lalk-
ing about Jesus. My friend said, “Let’s go
and have a laugh.” We got close enough
to hear what they were saying. | didn’t
really understand what they were saying,
but something inside me somehow knew
that they knew God, and [ began to really
listen. Then I filed the information away
someplace and got on with life.

There was such an emptiness in my
life, and no matter what 1 did, nothing
seemed to fill it. Joining the Air Force, 1
was kept busy and out of trouble, but the
emptiness was still there. Then I met a

Christian girl and we became [riends. She
kept after me until, about three months
later, T was [inally persuaded 1o 20 0
church with her. What a surprise! ‘The
people were singing, clapping Lheir hands
and having a good time. "This was not at
all what I had expected.

In the Air T'orce I'd begun (o dabble
wilh the occult, so I was used (o Lthe idea
of the supernatural, It was different at that
church, though. These people had real
life; | found myself returning, After a few
visits, I finally decided (o commit my life
to Jesus Christ. At first nothing changed
dramatically. T knew what my decision
meant — [I'd started a new life. But what
should T do? It just did not fit with my
life-style.

Not wanting to be teased, I took my
weekends off and never told anyone that |
was attending church. On weekdays I still
went clubbing so, in effect, I was living a
double life. That all changed when I
received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
That was on a Friday night.

However, something was not quite
right. That night as I slept I was physical-
ly lifted out of bed and thrown onto the
eround. I woke up, knowing exactly what
was going on, 'The mediums that 1 used to
20 10 had 0 be wld about the change I
had made in my life. 1 was terrified, but |
just knew I had to draw a line under that
part of my life and make a public confes-
sion of Jesus there, The first person [ saw
was a medium, who had at one time told
my future. There was a man with her, |
came straight out with it, telling them that
I'd become a Christian, 'The man went
absolutely crazy. He totally lost control,
and kept trying to throw me out. For 45
minutes, those people heard the Gospel
message from my pastor and me. I could
see the power of good and evil in that
place.

At church the following Sunday, they
invited people forward to receive the

Baptism of the Holy Spirit, I went to the
[ront and had a powerlul experience.
Something was really changed in me. The
first thing out of my mouth when my
[riend picked me up o return o the mili-
tary basc was, “l am a Christian and I've
ool Jesus.” It was all around camp in no
time. Coming into the mess hall for tea
the next night [ could hear, “Ha, ha, ha!”
I breathed a quiet prayer, “Well, God,
you've got to be with me here. 1 am going
o go for it

People were coming to me, asking me
what had happened. A friend of mine,
who was not a Christian, came to me and
said, "Quick, come and tell Mark about
Jesus". Mark was having a really hard
time. We ran down to the medical centre
to see him, but they wouldn’t let us in. I
pushed a note through his door. Later, he
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came to sce me and [ told him that Jesus
could help him just like He had me. In the
end, we prayed together and Mark
became a Christian. As I prayed in my
room, God began to show me what to do
each day, step by step. I knew I needed 1o
tell others the good news about Jesus,

‘There were many people on my basc
who were allected by my (estimony.
Then 1 was posted to Germany. | had
been born in Hamburg. During the [irst
night at my new posting, [ was in a large
dorm with 20 blokes. My first thought
was, “Where will 1 find a place for prayer
and Bible reading”” There was no place
to be alone, so | prayed for my own room.
I was afraid that without this I would slip
back in my faith. Normally there was a
long wait for such rooms, but the very
next day, I was given my own room.

I began attending a local church. Then
I heard about a church with “good look-
ing girls”. As a single man, that sounded
great to me, The fact that it was a German
church also sounded good, considering
my birth. Since I did not speak German
very well, I sat in the church, praying qui-

etly, “Lord, I put my desires aside. What
do You want?” Just then a young lady
came up to me and asked if I was English.
They then offered to translate for me.

Soon Tina and I were friends and, with
time, we decided to marry. Getting mar-
ried in Germany created all kinds of
problems for us. There seemed to be end-
less paper work. With the Gulf War start-
ing up, we really wanted to get married
before T was sent to the Middle East
After T had prayed about the matter, one
of the bureaucrats suddenly noticed that I
had been born in Germany, and 1 was able
to get all my papers in order straight
away. With working through all the paper
work, we had discovered that I had
German “eodparents’™; I decided (o trace
them down. To our surprise, they turned
out to be related to 'lina’s family.

Fach time my name was on the list to
20 to the Gulf, we would pray and some-
how my namc¢ would be removed. lina
o0l pregnant straight away with our son,
David. He was born a month and a day
premature, and il was a very dillicult
birth. When they took him to a special
care unit, 'lina opened the Bible, The first
words she read were, “the lLord gave
David viclory wherever he wenl” With
that, she became peaceful, saying, “I
don’t believe it is coincidence. David will
be fine.” We knew God would also give
our David victory, and He did. God
blessed us in every way as we put togeth-
er our family and home.

When Tina was pregnant with our sec-
ond son, she was in church and the ser-
mon was about Samuel, “...if you will
give your baby to the Lord...” As they
read those words, Tina had a pain, which
caused her to focus on the baby. As she
did the Lord spoke to her, telling her that
it would be a boy and we were to call him

Samuel, committing him to serve the
Lord God. When Samuel was born, we
were so convinced that it would be a boy
that we did not even have a girl’s name.

Samuel was also born premature. His
lungs were not fully developed and no
matter what they tried, he did not move.
They told me, *Youw’ll have to leave the
room. Go next door with your wife;
there’s nothing else we can do.”
Somehow I just knew everything would
be alright. After I left, they tried the oxy-
fen one more lime, and Samuel began
breathing. The doctor said it was a mira-
cle. They (hought he would have brain
damage, but the second miracle is that he
is completely healthy and [ull of energy.

The lad next door used o have all kinds
of domestic problems. He would ollen
beat his wile. She would run over © our
flat to call the police. We made friends
with both of them, sharing with them
about Jesus for about a year. Gradually
you could scc his heart softening. He
started going to the base chapel and in
time became a committed Christian, total-
ly changed from the inside out. Since that
time ten people from that squadron have
become committed Christians.

When we returned to civilian life in
England, it was a rcal adjustment for
Tina. We ook a council house. T applied
for a job with the police straight away, but
it took months for a job to come through.
The estate we lived in was very rough

1 applied for a
job with the police
straight away, but

it took months

for a job to come
through...

with lots of crime. Since 1 was rather
small for a policeman, I always prayed for
extra protection. One time I went in to
clear out a pub fight. There were ten of us,
and fifty people fighting in the pub. I was
one of the first ones there. I ran straight
into the middle and started arresting peo-
ple. One man told me afterward, “When I
saw you charge in and take control, I was
impressed.” From then on I knew God
was with me.

Going out o people’s houses in the line
of duty, I meet up with many strange
things, including violence and even the
paranormal. I’ve been able o tell people
aboul something better, encourage peo-
ple, and even pray with them. One man
was suicidal, trying to harm himself and
others, My first reaction was to incapaci-
tate him, but I felt like God was saying to
me, ... just keep still.” His girl-friend was
hysterical, Something inside scemed to be
saying, “Just tell them about Jesus”
When 1 did, his girl-friend said, “1 just
invited Jesus into my life three days ago.”
I pave them an invitation © the next
I'GBMIT meeting, and they came. The
man commilled his lile 1o Jesus Christ. T
have kept in touch with him since then.

God has given me so many opportuni-
ties and I have never had to [orce any-
thing. One ime my boss called me in ofl
the streets (o speak with a pilot, who had
been in the Air Force. The man sat next (o
me and said, “T just want to know about
your faith.” There have been other times
when God has given me a word to calm a
situation. ‘lime after time, cvent after
event, He has used me to help others,

God has also made it possible for us to
buy a house. Someone gave us the down
payment. God is always faithful. All we
have to do is be available. ®
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Israel Makhijani, London, England

Gurus, Krishna, Rama, and other reli-
gions never brought me any happiness.
Inside I longed [or something which I
could not quite put my finger on, 1 ¢ven
went to Vaishnav Devi Mandir at Jummu
Kashmir, Haji Malang and other “holy”
places o find God, but all to no avail.

My increasing unhappiness led to alco-
hol and suicidal thoughts. Hard times
came for our business; we prayed (o our
Hindu gods. Things just went from bad to
worse and I was frustrated. This all led to
even more drinking. I was fed up with my
messed up life. Nothing was going well,
including my marriage.

Pouring myself into my business, I
decided that if I could only accumulate
money, | would be honoured by God and
man. With time, 1 did well, but that did

VYN

not help. I now had money and all the
comlorts, but my unhappiness had only
increased. Trying 0 solve this through
expensive bars and social clubs numbed
my [leelings, but nothing really changed.

For ten years I tried to stop drinking
and clean up my life, but I could not con-
trol myself. There was some force, which
was dragging me to do evil in spite of my
longing to be a good person. | was in a
foreign land and wanted to go home,
thinking that I would rebuild my business
and things would improve. One evening
as I was making plans my eyes focused
on an old newspaper lying on top of the
garbage pail. It had a small advertisement
in the corner, “Through Jesus Christ
many miracles are happening every day.
Write for prayers to Life Study Fellow-
ship, Noroton, Connecticut (U.S.A.)”

I wrote them immediately. In a few
days I received some written prayers.
Each prayer began with, “Dear Heavenly
Father” and ended with, “T ask these
things in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.” A few days after this
someone left a pocket testament Bible at
my house. Since I did not know any of
my neighbours, this was a puzzle (o me. I
had never read the Bible in my life. I
hated Christians and felt the Hindu reli-
oion was the best of all religions.

Nevertheless, I was curious to read
about how Jesus Christ was crucified on
the cross. So, while travelling on the train
or silling in a restaurant, I began reading
that litle Bible. Whenever I read it my
emptiness vanished and 1 would forget
my problems. Peace was coming into my
heart. Soon it was not enough just to read
the Bible. I knew | had to start putting it

I was a greedy man, who always
expected material blessing and a quick
profit. He knew that [ had prayed in
Jesus’” name [or miracles and was (ry-
ing Him as a last resorl, and He
showed me many miracles.

About that time I came across a
stranger al a railway station. Within a
few days he became my close [riend.
His brother wanted (o start a garment
business. He made me a pariner,
though I did not invest a penny. This
was really a miracle since it was not
possible to believe strangers in New
York City.

God spoke many things (© me
through the Bible. Then a lady invited
me to a group called the Full Gospel
Business Men’s Fellowship of New
York. When the speaker finished I went
to him and asked what it meant to be
born again.

He explained John 3:3, “...unless a man
is born of God’s Spirit in this world, he
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” I
immediately accepted Jesus Christ, who
had loved me so much. I had many
doubts, but God still used me in various
ways, such as talking to pcople about
Him. The devil attacked me in very tricky
ways. I kept Guru Nanak’s (the Hindu
and Sikh’s last prophet) thick and heavy
framed picture on one wall and on the
other a plastic picture of Jesus Christ
being crucified on the cross.

As 1 was praying to God, suddenly
there was a loud noise and within a few
seconds, the Hindu god’s picture [ell off
the table and into the garbage pail. It
somchow actually "jumped” the few feet
[rom the wall 10 the parbage. The doors
and windows of my office were shut
tight. ‘Through this experience, 1 got the
message. There is only one true God.
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God showed me not to keep a bank bal-
ance of what I gave to help others. I did
not really know what I should be doing
because there was nobody to guide me.
Whenever things did not work out just
like I thought they should, I would get mad
or become discouraged and question God.

On one occasion I was fed up. As I was
out walking, I passed a church. I was
somehow drawn to go inside. Half-heart-
edly I entered and sat on a bench. I found
a Bible lying there, opened it and began
to reading at random. It said, “Behold my
servant whom | uphold...” It went on and
on in this vein. Then I oread, “As the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so
your L.ord will r¢joice over you.”

A few days later 1 woke up at 5 a.m,
Without know why, I wrned on the TV
and came across a programme (alking
aboul the Lord Jesus Christ. The moment
I put it on, he spoke these words, “God
wants 10 know when you will be [ree.”

When he said that, a great conviction
came over me. Immediately the pro-
gramme ended and 1 started praying,
“Lord, forgive me.” T had stopped telling
others about Him and was not reading my
Bible or praying as I should.

That day I got a very big order from a
department store. God was showing me
that He was my sourcc and that all I had
to do was put him first, especially in
money matters. One problem I had was
with other women. My wile was not with
me, and I began praying for help in this
area. God answered Lhis by taking my
appelite away and leading me 10 just the
right person when I needed some encour-
agement. The devil always atlacks in
those arcas where you are not aware of
dangcr, but Jesus trains us in the way we
should go.

‘Then one day 1 saw a beautiful girl, She
gave me her phone number. After reading
about King David and Bathshcba, 1 con-

cluded that God wouldn’t mind if I com-
mitted adultery once in a while. I had it
all justified in my thinking, reasoning
that God would forgive me.

That night I saw a vision. I was bound
and a white figure stood opposite me.
Real fear came over me. Suddenly, deep
inside, 1 spoke, “Forgive me, oh Lord, 1
won’'t do it again.” ‘The moment | said
that, both my hands were loosened and 1
was completely free. The white figure
was next to me. 1 truly repented after that,
praying regularly and asking for forgive-
ness of my sins every day. The Bible says
“Whosoever is born of God does not
commil sin..” T knew that God would
pick me up il I [ell because the Bible says
that and He had done it again and again,
but that was no excuse [or me (o sin. I
had o clean up my life and my thinking.

I started living a serious live. (God
laught me 1o run [rom evil and seek pood.
Once again I started preaching the
Gospel in the streets. One ime late at
night a very big young man came up 10
mg with a knife, threatening to kill me.,
As 1 simply looked up and said, “l.ord
God, I know where [ am going,” the per-
son suddenly changed his mind, put his
knifc down and asked forgiveness.
Another time a person raised a bottle to
hit me¢ with it, but suddenly stopped,
bowed at me, and went away. Events like
these were common. One night, while
rushing o catch the underground train, I
heard a woman’s cry. I looked back to see
a man coming at me with a knife. To my
surprise, a power made him lall down the
stairs and he became unconscious.

Soon I realized that I had to go back to
my own people with the “Good News”
about Jesus. I did this and started a
Christian fellowship. I have since started
another evangelical group in England. @
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In the winter of 1998 my brother-in-
law asked me to do research on the Y2K
problem. “Il is a compuler problem over
two digits that can’t possibly effect some-
on¢ who doesn’t even own a computer!”™
He looked down at the [loor and T knew
that I had been (oo harsh. He said, “T
know your time is valuable, Blake, and |
am willing to pay you. 1 will remodel the
bathroom in the guest house you are
building.”

I found myself pouring over everything
that I could dig up on Y 2K, from newspa-
pers, magazines, and especially the inter-
net. 1 wanted to find one person who
could give me a paragraph of data show-
ing that this just wasn’t going to happen!

As my research increased, anxiety
began rising up inside of me. Why was I

so nervous? I mentally threw up a prayer,
“..Lord! Is this of you?” He scemed to
answer, “Relax, I am with you.” Peace
Came Over me.

It has been my practice 10 meel with
several men each morning at six-thirty (o
pray. On¢ morning God showed me a
vision of many pcople wanting peace
over Lhis subject. I saw tens of thousands
ol people coming o Jesus through this
thing. He showed me that my real job was
not just reseach, but imparting God’s
peace Lo fearful people.

At a trade fair in Spokane, Washington,
we had gifted speakers, along with over
110 exhibitors on the trade floor. Nearly
three thousand people came through the
doors within the first three hours. People
came from all over the US and Canada.

Many went home with more than they had
expected. They took with them something from
the giver of peace, Jesus.

There are always problems that come and dis-
asters that happen, but our real need is much big-
ger. Happenings like this only serve to open us up
to receive real help. The truth is that there is One
who cares for us and wants to guide us safely
even if it is through the “...valley of the shadow
of death.”” We indeed do not need to “fear any
evil.” °

If you would like to get in touch with Blake
Carlson, send us an email.
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